
Benchmarking marine communities of the Geographe 
Bay and Capes regions and assessment of sanctuary 
zones in the Capes Marine Park 

Mark Westera, Euan Harvey, Peter Barnes, Gary 
Kendrick, Marion Cambridge

Geographe 
Bay

Capes 
Region

• Benchmarking of seagrass and reef habitats – point of reference to detect 
natural variability or impacts (resource extraction, development, sewage, 
climate change, biodiversity)

• Capes – BACIP assessment of MP SZs for biodiversity conservation (fishes, 
invertebrates and algae)

• Geographe Bay – effects of land based activities on nearshore seagrass 
meadows

• Define key indicator species or measures (NHT, SWCC, DEC, others)

This project is funded by the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) and the National Action 
Plan for Salinity and Water Quality (NAP), these are joint initiatives of the West 
Australian and Australian Governments, which are managed by the South West 
Catchments Council.


