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PURPOSE OF NODE 4
• Develop the methods and approaches to 

implement Ecosystem-Based Fisheries 
Management (EBFM) in Western Australia

• Assist managers of the fisheries resources of 
Western Australia meet the overall principles of 
Ecologically Sustainable Development

• The research in this Node has a very high 
management focus

• Specific management generated questions 
were the basis of all projects and subprojects



Background
• EBFM – is a strategy to take a comprehensive 

approach to Natural Resource Management 
• Deals with the combined ecological impacts of all 

fishing activities in a region, not just the target 
species, and not just the individual fishery.

• PLUS it deals with the social & economic 
implications of these activities.

• Also recognises the impacts of external drivers 
and governance systems on the outcomes.



Over-Arching objective of 
Node 4

• Can you apply this broader ‘ecosystem’ type of 
approach in meaningful way?

• Does it provide any real benefits to management 
from taking this approach?

• Which bits are going to be useful for 
management in the longer term and which bits 
will generally remain of academic interest.

• Finding out what isn’t going to be useful for the 
longer term is a very important outcome.  



Structure of Node

• Five interrelated projects that are designed 
to answer a set of specific management 
questions.

• Project Leaders come from a combination 
of Universities and the Department

• Collaborators come from an even wider 
variety of institutions.
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4.1 – Develop the overall 
framework using West Coast as 
the Case Study region

Complete the risk assessments

Document the outcomes

Model the linkages

Develop means to utilise 
information
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4.3 Ecosystem processes and Modelling 

4.4  Captured Species Assessments

4.5 Social and 
Economic

4.2 Measurement of 
community structure, 
habitats and climate 
change

4.1 Governance 
Modelling
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Thank You

Any questions?”


