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WAMSI research

• $51 million of research 

- 250 scientists working on 86 research projects

• WAMSI Data and Information Management Policy 
and Data Plans

• All data documented (metadata) and made 
accessible (iVEC resources)



WAMSI research

• Better science, better decisions from large 
amount of data from WAMSI and others

and as a community need tools and collaboration  



About 
iVEC

• Five members:
– Four public 

universities
– CSIRO

• Three facilities

• Education and 
Industry 
Programs 

• State and federal 
government 
funding



iVEC resource

• Currently ~7 TB data (just fraction of WAMSI 
projects) on Petascale Data Store

• ANDS – iVEC eResearch Data Consultant 
(Australian National Data Service) 
http://ands.org.au/

• eResearch services are provided by iVEC to all 
research communities



Demonstrations



1) iVEC MEST 
(Metadata Entry and Search Tool)

• Brief re-introduction
– Based on open source product – GeoNetwork

– Create metadata, discover resources, upload and 
access data, user & access management

– Developed by BlueNet for marine community

– Runs on a server at iVEC, access via your browser

– Anyone can search and easy to get login to use



iVEC MEST

• Updates:
– Harvesting (AIMS MEST, IMOS MEST and 

WALIS State govt Interragator+ [in progress])

– Add AIMS MEST to remote search 

– Relationship with ANDS
� http://services.ands.org.au/home/orca/rda/
(make WA marine data discoverable “Google aware”)
� ANDS – iVEC eResearch Data Consultant







MEST status

• WALIS looking at migrating to MEST





2) Portal 

• Used as interface to WAMSI data and any 
other WA data

• Uses local geoserver install at iVEC for 
symbology (WMS) 

• Similar functionality as the IMOS portal –
and will be closely linked.





3) www.wamarine.org

• Simple interface for ALL WAMSI data and any 
other marine data – Still being developed

• Using DIVE to visualise data – encourage 
WAMSI researchers to use

• Promote collaboration e.g. email researcher 
when data downloaded

• Use of OPeNDAP / THREDDS server, OGC 
Web services, access to data on pbstore



Summary

• Petascale data store available to ANY 
organisation as long as share data.

• Working with many partners (IMOS, ANDS, 
State govt, ARCS, GA)

• Undertaken with limited funding – need to 
ensure collaboration continues into future

• Making data discovery and access as easy as 
possible



2007 Workshop Outcomes
Votes Issues

1 Useable marine data for decision making

2 High resolution data for coastal waters (3d DEM +20m to – 20m, Habitat maps, coastal 
vulnerability assessments at the fine scale for priority areas)

3 Integration of marine datasets ie. WALIS, iVEC, Com monwealth Agencies, WASTAC

2 Access Platform – availability, interoperability 

1 Landgate – Future investment in Marine Data eg. New component of SLIP

1 State Agency Integration of marine data and marine data requirements 

1 Better definition of the Big Issues of the day and match the data requirements accordingly

3 Future commitment and solid strategy for moving for ward, not piecemeal

1 Custodianship issues fully in place and understood

1 Awareness of what is going on ie. not duplicating effort in collection and maintenance

1 Common view across agencies as to priorities and fundamental datasets

1 Need the message and vision to establish something robust and long-lived

1 Balancing the short-term with longer-term programs, but noting that fundamental datasets 
underpin nearly all marine projects and issues 

1 vote per person


